Delivering mental health services to the persistently and seriously mentally ill in frontier areas.
Frontier areas (defined as six or fewer persons per square mile) are at the extreme and of the urban-rural continuum. Whereas they occupy almost half of the land mass of the United States, they constitute only about 2 percent of the population. Exigencies of harsh climate and vast distances make the delivery of health and human services even more difficult than in other rural areas. This paper describes several innovative models for delivering mental health services to the persistently and seriously mentally ill in rural areas.